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Correction
The money for the indigent health care tax has been 

collected by a half-cent sales tax. The proposal for voters 
is to renew that sales tax. Last week’s paper incorrectly 

identified how it is collected. We regret the error.
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THE

news and demoCrat
Lacross OK’d 
for varsity: Next 
year, lacrosse will 
be a varsity sport 
in Polk County 
for both boys and 
girls. 
See Page 27.

The sun beat down heavily 
during the early afternoon 
hours last Thursday, the 
sunlight unadulterated from 
any cloud in the sky.

The only thing more un-
bearable than the glaring sun 
above was the heat rising from 
the asphalt below.

Fortunately for the children 
at the B Street Community 
Service Center in Lake Wales, 
salvation arrived in the form of 
a bright red fire truck.

With firefighters stationed 
on top of the ladder looming 

over the gully behind the 
building, the truck let out a 
cool stream of water.

As the water fell upon the 
ground below, the children, 
garbed in swimsuits, rushed 
toward the torrent and basked 
in the coolness of its mist and 
spray.

Within minutes, the green 
grassy ground turns brown as 
mud and water rose to ankle 
and even knee levels for the 
children, frolicking in the 
water spray while splashing in 
the muddy water.

As much as the children 
loved the reprieve from their 
harsh adversary, the summer 

heat, the volunteer firefighters 
loved even more playing the 
role of the hero from such a 
harsh villain.

“We always like doing this 
for the kids,” said fire fighter 
Roberto Rovelo. “The kids are 
our number one priority.”

This was the first time 
that the fire department had 
arrived to the community 
center during its pre-Fourth 
of July Summer event for 
the children enrolled in its 
Summer Enrichment, Arts, 
and Recreation — SEAR 
— Program.

SEAR enriches and cools off the kids
By JAMES COULTER
Correspondent

Pre-Fourth of July party part of B Street summer program

PHOTO BY JAMES COULTER

Children at B Street Community Center splash and frolic within the water 
provided by the Lake Wales Fire Department.SEAR | 25

In many bigger cities, security was 
ramped up at Fourth of July events, but 
in east Polk County, recognizing the 
nation’s 240th birthday and remember-
ing those who have sacrificed to protect 
Americans’ freedom was at the top of 
what they were celebrating. 

For Thatiana Reid, her celebration 
took on a little more as her eyes filled 
with tears at the July 3 Rockin’ Freedom 
Fest in Winter Haven. 

“This is my first Independence Day 
celebration as a U.S. citizen,” said the 
newly natural-
ized 35-year-
old native of 
Venezuela. “I’m 
so honored to 
be adopted by this country. It’s an 
American dream come true.”

Wearing a red-white-and-blue T-shirt, 
Reid, who has lived in South Florida 
for 14 years and visits friends in Winter 
Haven, studied American history for 
months so she could pass her citizen-
ship test. 

“It was fascinating to learn about the 
past. I appreciate all the freedoms we 
have here that my family doesn’t have 
in Venezuela.”

The patriotic performance by the 
Cypress Gardens Ski Team was Reid’s 
favorite part of the celebration taking 
place on the shores of Lake Silver in 
MLK Park. 

“This is such a cool place because of 
all the water sports on so many lakes. 
I only learned how to swim a few years 
ago, and now I love to go boating,” she 
said.

In Bartow at the By the Dawn’s Early 

Light, festival in Mosaic Park, Eli Mosley 
felt his countrymen should be remem-
bering the soldiers who have done so 
much for the country both on and off 
the battlefield. 

“It’s a good time to go back and 
reflect on the sacrifices they made,” 
said the Bartow native whose country 
music band was one of the highlights of 
the show. “We have to focus on that and 
where this country is heading.”

Much has been different in the recent 
months and years in America with a 
heavily divided United States showing 

Sacrifices remembered at annual Fourth festivities
Staff RepoRt

PHOTOS BY CHARLES BAKER III

Christian Rhone, 3, of Winter Haven plays with a Yo-Yo around some American flags planted in 
the ground by the American Legion on Sunday at the Rock N’ Freedom Fest. FREEDOM | 25

Winter Haven resident Eli Bocanegra plays with 
his son Eli, 4, during The Chain of Lakes City 
Rock N’ Freedom Fest at Martin Luther King Jr. 
Park on Lake Silver Sunday afternoon.

Fourth of July photos, 
Page 17
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SEAR enriches and cools off the kids
Pre-Fourth of July party part of B Street summer program

PHOTO BY JAMES COULTER

Children at B Street Community Center splash and frolic within the water 
provided by the Lake Wales Fire Department.

PHOTOS BY CHARLES BAKER III

Christian Rhone, 3, of Winter Haven plays with a Yo-Yo around some American flags planted in 
the ground by the American Legion on Sunday at the Rock N’ Freedom Fest. 

A 78-year-old man was shot 
to death trying to thwart a 
robbery in his home Saturday 
after the alleged thief took 
the gun from him and shot 
him, the Polk County Sheriff’s 

Office reported. 
Paul McLees, 78, of 5463 

Laurel Oak Drive Lot 279, was 
declared dead on the scene 
of the attempted robbery 
that took place shortly before 
4 p.m. Saturday, July 9. The 
suspect, Ricardo Garcia Gomez, 
25, was taken to the Winter 

Haven Hospital after he was 
shot when McLees secured 
the gun from the safe he was 
forced to open. Gomez died 
at about 12:15 a.m. Sunday at 
Winter Haven Hospital, the 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office 
reported. McLees’ wife, Mary, 
72, suffered gunshot wounds 

to her left knee and right foot 
from shrapnel and was taken to 
and released from the hospital 
in Winter Haven. 

“It was a horrific event but he 
did what he should have done,” 
Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd 
said. “He protected his family. 
He protected his wife and his 

home and he shot the robber.”
Judd added while officers are 

trying to determine a motive 
for the robbery and whether 
or not the suspect and victims 
knew each other, it appears this 
may be an isolated incident. 

Two dead in robbery attempt
By JEFF ROSLOW

jroslow@heartlandnewspapers.com

79-year-old fires on victim and is also killed in home invasion

ROBBERY | 23

One day, a mama duck went on a walk 
with her ducklings when they came 
upon a fox.

If you want to learn what happens 
next, you’ll have to read the rest of the 
story at the Lake Wales Public Library’s 
StoryWalk.

The StoryWalk is an innovative activity 
that invites children and adults of all 
ages to read a story while taking a stroll.

The Lake Wales Public Library’s 
StoryWalk is set up along the Rails to 
Trails path at Kiwanis Park, and includes 
17 panels each with a laminated page 
from a select storybook.

The featured story is “Do Like a Duck 
Does!” written by Judy Hindley and 
illustrated by Ivan Bates.

The StoryWalk was officially dedicated 
Saturday with a ribbon cutting and 
kickoff party. 

More than 30 people, including 
children and their parents, attended 
the kickoff party, where they were able 
to color their own fox masks and enjoy 
refreshments after walking the trail.

Cassie Pavy, her husband, Jake, and 
their three children, Will, Rylee, and 
Owen, enjoyed quality family time as 
they walked, strolled, and even biked to 

the different panels to read the story.
“I thought it was a neat way to get 

families out and exercising together,” 
Pavy said. “Not one time did I hear them 
say that they were tired or ready to go 
back home because they wanted to see 
the next page.”

Heidi Villa visited the dedication with 
her daughter, Citari, to celebrate her 
fourth birthday.

The two of them had moved from 
Pittsburgh, and were delighted to 
discover that Polk County had a 

park system as elaborate as their old 
hometown’s.

The new StoryWalk especially made 
a great impression on the mother and 
daughter, whom have since become fans 
of the local parks and library.

The two of them loved the story 
so much that they went to the library 
afterwards to see if they could check the 
book out for themselves.

“They picked a really good story 
because children like to be expressive, 

Trailing through the city

By JAMES COULTER
correspondent

StoryWalk kicks 
off on the Rails 
to Trails path

PHOTO BY JAMES COULTER

Heidi Villa, right, reads to her daughter Citari, 4, a page from Do Like A Duck Does set up along Rails 
To Trails for the Story Walk at Kiwanis Park.

STORYWALK | 23

The issue of downtown parking 
came up for its first reading and 
consideration  at the Tuesday, 
July 5, Bartow City Commission 
meeting. The item had been 
discussed the previously Friday, 
July 1 in a special session. 

When the public was invited to 
speak, Gerald Cochran was the only 
person to address commissioners. 
As with many decisions city com-
missioners make, Cochran made it 
clear he was against the proposed 
ordinance for the county seat. 

“You’re making it hard for people to 
do business in downtown,” Cochran 
said. As he has charged in the past, 
he was skeptical of the reason for the 
proposed amendment. “It all comes 
down to one thing: money.” 

Parking change 
may come 
to Bartow

By STEVE STEINER
ssteiner@heartlandnewspapers.com

PARKING | 23

PHOTO BY STEVE STEINER

Mayor Trish Pfeiffer responds to 
comments made prior to the vote on the 
first reading of a proposed ordinance 
to motor vehicle parking in downtown 
Bartow.

INDEX | CALL US AT
863.533.4183

THE NEWS:    Calendar 2 | Viewpoint 4 | Opinion 5 |
Obituaries 8 | Police 8, 27 | Community 24 | Schools 26 | 
Health 28

CORRECTION
The name of the business 

for which there was a ribbon 
cutting last week in Bartow is 

MattressFIRM. We regret the error. 
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Law stays 
the same: 
Pub owner 
still seeking 
change. See 
Page 18.

TAKE ONE, IT’S FREE!

THE

Polk County Sun

Reaching more than 
41,400 readers 

every week!

Less waiting where it matters most – 
our emergency room.
The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge plus Fast Track  
service – only at Lake Wales Medical Center.
A physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner is committed to working diligently to have you initially seen within 30 minutes of your arrival. If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.  

Lake Wales Medical Center is owned in part by physicians.

LakeWalesMedicalCenter.com
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POLK COUNTY DEMOGRAPHICS

Demographics Overview	

	 Polk County	 Florida	 United States

Population 	 618,957	 19,383,475	 316,296,988

Total Households	 227,485	 7,420,802	 116,716,292

Average Household Income 	 $55,827	 $65,254	 $72,809

Average Home Value	 $144,098	 $220,852	 $261,032

Age Demographics

0 - 4	 6.2%	 5.5%	 6.3%

5 - 9	 6.2%	 5.6%	 6.4%

10 - 14	 6.3%	 5.7%	 6.5%

15 - 24	 12.6%	 12.7%	 13.9%

25 - 34	 12.2%	 12.7%	 13.5%

35 - 44	 11.7%	 12.0%	 12.7%

45 - 54	 12.6%	 13.8%	 13.7%

55 - 64	 12.8%	 13.2%	 12.7%

65 - 74	 11.1%	 10.4%	 8.2%

75 - 84	 6.1%	 5.9%	 4.2%

85 +	 2.2%	 2.5%	 1.9%

18 +	 77.7%	 79.8%	 77.0%

The Polk County News and Democrat
2264 Circulation

The Winter Haven Sun
17,903 Circulation



ADVERTISING RATES

Full	 $1,429	 $1,144	 $1,109	 $858

Half	 $749	 $632	 $565	 $422

Quarter 	 $395	 $320	 $287	 $245

Eighth	 $272	 $191	 $184	 $157

Sixteenth	 $196	 $178	 $157	 $130

Ad Sizes:

Full Page: 10” x 16”

Half: 10” x 8”

Quarter: 4.97” x 8” or 10” x 4”

Eighth: 4.97” x 4”

Sixteenth: 4.97” x 2”

1x	 $53.00	 $63.00

2-11X	 $47.00	 $58.00

12x or More	 $42.00	 $53.00

Front Page Banner Rate 10 inch x 2 inch	 $480.00

Front Page Corner Ear	 $500.00

Front Page Notes

The Polk County News & Democrat	 $250.00

The Winter Haven Sun	 $750.00

Buy Both For	 $825.00

	 OPEN	 13X	 26X	 52X

Cost per M	 1-8 pages	 9 + Pages

Ad Rates • All Polk Full Color

Polk County News and Democrat

Winter Haven Sun

Insert Rates

PUBLISHING WEDNESDAYS
POLK COUNTY NEWS AND 
DEMOCRAT
WINTER HAVEN SUN

AD RATES
OPEN RATES ARE FOR SINGLE 
INSERTION FOR ADVERTISERS WHO 
DON’T COMMIT TO AT LEAST 13 
ADS WITHIN A YEAR

DISCOUNTS APPLY FOR
COMMITMENTS OF
13X,26X,52X DURING ONE YEAR.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT AN ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVE.

190 S. FLORIDA AVENUE
BARTOW

863-533-4183
Publishes :Wednesday
Deadline: Friday prior to Publication

The Polk County News and Democrat
2264 Circulation

The Winter Haven Sun
17,903 Circulation

Prices include Full Color



CLASSIFIED RATES

Rate 
Code Advertisement Base Rate Base Lines Additional 

Lines
Photo 
Charge

Rate 28
2-week free merchandise ad for single 
items valued <= $1,000 - price of item 
must appear in the ad.

4 $4 each $13.50

Rate 30
2-week merchandise ad for items val-
ued over $1,000

$39 4 $4 each $13.50

Rate 33 2-week transportation ad $39 4 $4 each $13.50

Rate 34 4-week transportation ad $75 4 $4 each
included in 
base price

Rate 35 1-, 2-, or 3-day garage sale ad $25 4 $4 each $13.50

Rate 36 2-week real estate ad $39 4 $4 each $13.50

Rate 37 4-week real estate ad $75 4 $4 each $13.50

Rate 39 2-week employment ad $39 4 $4 each $13.50

Rate 38 4-week employment $75 4 $4 each
included in 
base price

Rate 41 2-week “pets” ad $39 4 $4 each $13.50

The Polk County News and Democrat
2264 Circulation

The Winter Haven Sun
17,903 Circulation

Deadline is Monday at noon.



ADVERTISING AGREEMENT
Retail/Classified Display

Account Information
Company_________________________________________________ Date_ _______________________

Contact __________________________________________________ Account Rep_ ________________

Physical Address (No PC Box)_ ___________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:___________________________________ Phone: (______) ________________________

E-Mail Address:________________________________________________________________________

Billing Information
Billing Contact:________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: __________________________________ Phone (______) _ _______________________

Billing Contact Email:___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________
Authorized Agent

___________________________________
Sales Person

___________________________________
Publisher’s Approval

Publications
	Polk County News & Democrat	 Total Amount____________	 Weekly Rate____________

	Winter Haven Sun	 Notes__________________	 Notes___________________

 	Haven	 Frequency:         13X          26X          52X

		   Digital__________________________________________

“Advertiser” hereby agrees to advertise according to the specifications out-
lined above, and according to the terms of the rate card. Rates will be based 
on the current price list as of the date the ads run. Discounts will be calculated 
on the number of publication and the number of insertions in each publica-
tion. Rates are non-commissionable. Payment is expected in advance. Billing 

is monthly at the earned rate. All agreements will remain in effect until writ-
ten notice is given by either party 30 days in advance prior to cancellation. 
Contract will be automatically renewed unless otherwise notified. Failure to 
meet contract terms will result in the advertiser being billed at the earned rate. 
Accounts more than 30 days past due will be charged 1.5% service charge.

WINTER HAVEN SUN
THE NEWS AND DEMOCRAT

POLK COUNTY
THE

M O N T H L Y  M A G A Z I N E

Publisher reserves the right to edit, revise or reject any advertising. Advertise agrees indemnify and save harmless Publisher against any loss, damage, cost or expense 
(including, without limitation, attorney’s fees) which Publisher may incur, or become liable for, by reason of any all claims or actions for libel, violation of any right of 
privacy, plagiarism, copyright infringement, and any and all claims of any kind or nature in connection with advertising matter published pursuant to this Agreement.

Publisher shall have no liability whatsoever in the event of any act of God, the public enemy or governmental authority, labor dispute, war (whether or not declared), civil 
(disobedience, riot) or other occurrences beyond its control which shall in any way restrict or prevent the distribution of its newspapers. Publisher shall have no liability 
whatsoever, by reason of any error in connection with the advertisement including, without limitation, typographical errors, failure to publish advertising on desired 
dates, omissions or additions to advertisements; provided, however, that Publisher shall be obligated to adjust or rebate the charge on any advertisement or portion of an 
advertisement which has been materially affected by any error of Publisher; and provided, further, however, that Publisher’s obligation to give such credit shall not apply 
to more than one incorrect insertion of such advertisement unless and until Publisher is notified of the error prior to repetition of the insertion.

Start Date__________________ End Date__________________

Remarks:



ZIP CODE BREAKDOWN 2016

WINTER HAVEN SUN	 Zip Code	 Home Delivery	 Single Copy	 Totals

				  

Auburndale	 33823	 1000	 245	 1245

Bartow	 33830	 0	 0	 0

Davenport	 33897	 1000	 95	 1095

Dundee	 33838	 350	 100	 450

Eagle Lake	 33839	 200	 112	 312

Haines City	 33844	 1500	 420	 1920

Lake Alfred	 33850	 300	 130	 430

Lake Hamilton	 33851	 26	 30	 56

Lake Wales	 33853	 405	 205	 610

Lake Wales	 33859	 0	 420	 420

Lake Wales	 33898	 750	 129	 879

Lakeland	 33812	 0	 110	 110

Lakeland	 33813	 0	 55	 55

Winter Haven	 33884	 2492	 1217	 3709

Winter Haven	 33880	 2670	 1467	 4137

Winter Haven	 33881	 1575	 900	 2475

Totals		  12,268	 5635	 17903

				  

POLK COUNTY NEWS & DEMOCRAT			 

				  

Bartow		  670	 178	 848

Lake Wales		  1088	 328	 1416

Totals		  1758	 506	 2264

Subscribers

The Polk County News and Democrat
2264 Circulation

The Winter Haven Sun
17,903 Circulation



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT IN POLK COUNTY

M O N T H L Y  M A G A Z I N E

Back Cover 	 $2,500	 $2,200	 $2,100	 $2,000                      

Glossy 2,3,4	 $2,000	 $1,700	 $1,600	 $1,500

Inside Back	 $1,750	 $1,450	 $1,350 	 $1,250

Full	 $1,384	 $1,162	 $1,072	 $956

Half	 $856	 $720	 $665	 $592

Quarter 	 $557	 $468	 $431	 $385

Eighth	 $363	 $305	 $281	 $250

Sixteenth	 $236	 $198	 $183	 $163

	 1X	 3X	 6X	 12X

Haven is a dynamic, upscale 

magazine that is distributed 

to the most desirable 

neighborhoods in the greater 

Winter Haven area. Haven 

publishes monthly and is direct 

mailed to home owners with 

income exceeding $80,000.

Advertising Rates

OCTOBER 2016

Average age 35-55

60% Female – 40% Male

Average household income 80k +

College educated 90% 

Full Page 10”w x 12.6”h

½ page Vertical 4.9”w x 12.6”h

½ page Horizontal 10”w x 6.1”h

¼ page Vertical 4.9”w x 6.1”h

1/8 page 4.9”w x 3.0”h

15,000 circulation monthly                                  

7000 mailed

8000 in select rack location

Demographics

Ad Sizes

	 Publish Dates	 Deadline Dates

	 October 1st 2016	 September 14th, 2016
	 November 1st, 2016	 October 14th, 2016
	 December 1st, 2016	 November 14th, 2016
	 January 1st, 2017	 December 14th, 2016
	 February 1st 2017	 January 14th, 2017
	 March 1st, 2017	 February 14th 2017
	 April 1st, 2017	 March 14th, 2017
	 May 1st, 2017	 April 14th, 2017
	 June 1st, 2017	 May 14th, 2017
	 July 1st, 2017 	 June 14th, 2017
	 August 1st, 2017	 July 14th, 2017
	 September  1st, 2017	 August 14th, 2017


